We regret to inform our readers of the sad death, which took place some time yesterday morning, of the
political independence of the Empire. What it may mean in this election it is difficult to estimate. The
spirit of independence once squelched can never be restored. Its smouldering embers can never be fan-
ned into being again. To the founder of the Empire, John Houston, the public has cheerfully raised a
monument. ‘“Take him all in ali, he was a man.” To his followers, those whom he imbued with the
spirit of independence, there is left but the News. There is one other newspaper in Prince Rupert but it

. not independent and it does not claim to be. It is the creature of the gang that by voters list stuffing and other devious practices is attempt-

ing to override the independent vote of the people and return to the legislature William Manson, the member of proven etessness.
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SUPERB CARGO OF RICH FURS S — NEW CITY HALL BUILDING
LANDED AT G. T. P. FLOAT TODAY: ‘ SAID TO EXCEED ESTIMATES
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