'1b-.
T LIt

tn 1€C)
| . the development
L hase-metal mines which
: Ilc.'r‘jl'.:':f". the boom for
e heen walting,
. |y part of their
','; ;. (ving directly In
+ a line from Prince
}.,"_-.c George—about

. pach way—and sur-
e (he fertile farmlands
anlkley valley, Smithers
the future as be-
. of northern British
veatest supplier of

farming pro-

ljvisional point
of trans-
National
situated on
in 1945
Prince

;':11][!‘

Canadlarn

1 completed

(yeorge 10O

surfaced,
summer
moleted as s00n A48 con-

nad sections per-

e NAard
ssmmencing this

other
draw
heir milk gnd dairy
m the Bulkiey Valley
with every Increase
vity in the

tion of the pro-

L Burns Lake
supply an

and
CNR

";’. [}

no tarmer  in the dis-
bout 15 who de-

their effortg to

airy in Telk

of Smithers,

0 Lo S0 COwWS.

; District B, Farmers’
resentative at-

{ the Vietoria

11.000 acres are

in the huge
the Buelkley
other potential
Main
in extend-
are roads

L) (] r., !
| | .!u.l}l-ll]lx‘.
Vi ;.l'l.l::_i

dl'etas

being

result of
forestry

which 500

teady payroll.

0 sawm operate in the

: which In 1950

10 million board

Four large and

planer milis

) capacity

DICI1Ss ale

| airect

of timber
at the butlt,
lypes of spruce,
nd lodgepole
lowards the west. red
\re also prevalent
"’H'J; u were cut and
ear. Cutting and
Lies also constl-
portion of
and some
id In 1950
ne low-lying wood-
are being logged, and
rdle further into vir-
more farmiand
LLAD lor easier
L accessabiliity.
Sulkley valley, 'with 1ts
| COOol mountain

alnd
1

r'danie

' 0
CoLiae

n ﬂunk.s shows,

ITHE RS B

|+:,

l,.l‘ lt

LO us.
't| 1.:1'1'| I

thers and Burns

ke Feel the Stir of
New Industrial Era

'!_ | E‘:- 3 11‘”]“”1!5 \-.,t]] theh("l l'av dni“ng thl. 1h( I)(l]]\’ N(b\&\ t“ C“n\r(;v a m(“"%dge tO ]tH I'Ud(l(’l"“
¢ qmithers and Burns Lake, Smithers, a town | 01 the occasion of the opening of a great new indus-
J,“_.i..- than 1500 population, nvstle(l in the try in Northern British C olumbia.

Untold generations of conifers germinated, grew

qoain the fever of the old Gold Rush days. through seedling, sapling and pole stages to maturity,
|

ulkley Valley in ¢entral B.(

/| trict that profited first.

., 18 begin-

lakes and towering glacial peaks,
presents tp the tourist scenes un- |
equalled anywhere.
fisherman and hunter the area
is a paradise.
trout. the cut-throat, the Great
Lake trout and char are found in
their

moose,
bear
valleys in comparative frnpdum.
Gulide
also a few cabins on such lakes
as
Smithers. and Babine, B.C.'s larg-
est
is readily accessible by road from
Topley.
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The people in Bulkley Valley
are friendly and they are sincere,
Always ready to give a helping
hand, they are frank in their
opinions and honest in their
smile. Mostly, they are a hard-
working Jot, but they do take
time out to play

Through community effort a
large curling rink has been erec-
tecdd at Smithoers and curling is a
major winter sport. Outside
hockey rinks are popular and the

Smithers and Burns Lake Ski
Clubs are well supported and
active,

In the summer baseball 18 a

favorite sport as well as tennis.
Dances are held frequently then,
and theatres offer additional
evening entertainment

Civie duties are administered
by five commissioners and a
chalrman

Electric power at Smithers is
supplied by a diesel plant, oper-
ated by B.C. Power Commission

The town is serviced by the
Government Telephone and Tele-
graph system

Four f‘l}lllf'hﬁ::: service the com-
munity of Smithers and Smithers
and Burns Lake have modern
nospitals.

There are 35 retall
TATAECS two machine shops,
three building contractors and
eight transfer COmp: \nies in the
district.

From the day the first settler
arrived in Smithers in the wake
of the fur- trader and prospector,

Light began to give this centre
an outlet for its produce. First
came the railroad, then the high-
way. Centrally located, It be-
came an adminstration point for
Dominion and provincial govern-
ment departments. But nearly
always, when a gain was made,
it was another town, city or dis-
Expan-
sion rarely begins in the centre,
but at one end or the other,

So today Smithe:s 100ks upon
the opening of Columbila Cellu-
lose pulp mill with a special sig-
nificance to itself. And to the
coming of Alcan to Kitimat, from
which Burns Lake is already
benefiting, the reaction can pro-
bably best be gauged by one old-
timer, who said:

“Been holding my breath for 40
years for something like that to
happen in thp west. Now I'm
blt‘ 1thng mw
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e Bulkley Valley is successful as this picture of
In the distance are modern farm

'he government experimental farm, near Smithers. |
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| grreatly appreciate the

and beneficial elimate will
ful course for the benefit

ment of the modern way of life.

Many who will read
friends of many years’

only to crash earthward
when overcome with old
1ge, befbre Prince Rupert
became established as the
northwestern terminus of
the
Railway. For untold ages
nature’s bounly was wast-
ed.

the
Company’s up-to-date
plant at nearby Port Ed-
ward, the former
waste effort comes to an
end and the products of
our fruitful river

standing who have stead-

opportunity extended .

(Canadian National

With the opening of
Columbia Cellulose

cycle of

valleys
be channelled into a use-
of man and the enhance-

this are close personal

fastly maintained their faith in the great future of
the ‘noirthern portion of our Province. I rejoice with
them in the continuing industry that gets under way

today—an augury of inei

easingly prosperous days

for Northern British Columbia, And to the newcom-
ers whom [ hope, in due course, to have the pleasure
of meeting, I would convey a welcome to the fellow-
chip and prosperity of a great community,
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Vanderhoof
Booms loo

Vanderhoof, a pioneer’s country
of homesteads, farms and cattle-
lands. looks up today with a dif-
ferent attitude. Most solidly the
little village of some 500 people
has been touched by the bug of
industrial expansion as has been
felt everywhere Aluminum Com-
pany of Canada so far has made
an inroad

From Vanderhoof a huge road

construction program is under
way., which will hew a direct
route from the village to the
a1 ady famous proposed Necha-
ko dam, by which means Alcan
will flood a large portion of
Tweedsmuir park to form the

lake in British Columbia.
work has begun

larges!
The road
Vanderhoof and.
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of construction crews, the village
doesn’t look or feel the sam?>. It
has overnight become industry-
conscious and afflicted with a
{ever of progress and prosperity.

In the main, there will be a
oreater opportunity to market
of most of the town's present
wealth

Incorporated as a village
January, 1926, Vanderhoof is a

distributing centre for the sur- |

rounding farming area

south and north.

While the village receives elec-
trical service from the BC.
Power Commission diesel plant,
immediately to the north the
Nation river holds 80,000 horse-
power of undeveloped hydro
energy.

Since the war, population has
been increasing mainly
migration of agriculturists from
Europe to form a present trading
area of some 2,500,
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Industrial Expansion
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District's Agriculture
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awails nnly the coming
setilers
One of the
agriculture has been slow to de-
velop in Central B.C
cause of the many years of hard
necessary to clear
acres of land. When a settler had
only his axe and possibly a team
of horses
many years before Re
enough land on which to make a
living.

work

T

In 1
clearing Assistance Acl’
sed by the Provincial Legislature.
This act authorized the purchase
type tractors
equipped with cutting and piling
blades to clear land for
and to finance the cost of

For
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945

ja"‘mers "an
afford to ciear laund by the old
laborious hand method and forcu-
unately it is no Jonger necessary.
Land-
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Land clearing operations were
started in the Bulkley Valley 11
1947 and confinued for Ltwo years,
During 1948 work was done on 62
between

farms

Smithers and a

was cleared,
ther work was done in the Bulk-
and in the Terrace dis-
trict, In the two vears gperation
a total of 1,695 acres
of Lhis
cultivation and increased
production should soon be notice-

acres

ley Valley

Most
under

able.

The Bulkley
leys are well suited by
climatiec conditions to a program
farm produce which is the basis of mixed farming, and this is
agricuiture

largely
'that is'carried on today.

In the Skeena

the

Houston
total
In

new land is

type of

Valley,

could clear

longe o

farmers
clear-

and
of 1.148
1949 fur-

was cleareq.
NOow

and Skeena Val-
s0il and

paltic-

District Agriculturist)

. agricultural development in
Central B.C. has heen slow but, with the growth of
local markets due to the great industrial expansion
new taking place, it is to be expected that our agri-
cultural production will be greatly increased.

Consldering the
Skeena Valleyvs only, it
mated that of the
now farmed, less
under cultivation.
is estimated

jeast 140.000 acres of raw
'lr ,4 i

ularly in the vicinity of Terrace,
the moderate climate makes this
district well suited to fruit grow-
ing and market gardening. Here
the farms are much smaller than
in the Bukley but with the grow-
ing market of Prince Rupert ut
their doorstep, farmers ii
district are able to carry on a
more intensive type of agricul-
ture than is possible farther eastl
(Continued on page 38)
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It Has Everything To Offer:

MINING
FARMING
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Prince Rupert Daily News
Monday, June 11, 1951

AUTHORIZED FORD DEALER

Logging and Lumbering

ol

Equipment

Titan Power Saws

Tra ke 8

00( /'/)ﬂue 30

SMITHERS, B.C.

Although timber in tae

interior

i e - T S

. OPERATIONS at Giscome. 27 miles cast of Prince George, which specializes in rough

LUMBERING
TOURIST ATTRACTIONS
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

-.__,..

7HE diversified aclivities

of this fastest developing district

assure A permanent sound

economy.

Address all inquiries to:

The Secretary
Vanderhoof and District Board of Trade

VANDERHOOF, B.C.

Vamlerhoof IS THE BEST DISTRICT
IN CENTRAL BRITISH COLUMBIA BY A DAM SITE
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part of Northern B.C. does not
compare in gize to coastal timber, a ready market is found for the product and operating costs
are much less than in coast logging.
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