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Like This in Prince Rupert;  #
. Great Changes Are Seen?
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% Never Before a Christmas

Never was there before a Christmas like this in Prince
Rupert. A hustling, bustling war metropolis now, its popula-
tion more than double that of a year ago owing te the mo-
mentous developments which have brought this port into
an important position in the Pacific area of the world war
scene, there have been great changes on every hand since
the last Yuletide season here.

Of course, the business places, their resources based on
the old volume of trade and their problems accentuated by
the difficulty of obtaining goods and help, have never ex-
perienced anything like the traffic of the past few days.
Christmas Eve finds stocks heavily depleted and the shop-
ping rush still going on.

Possibly the busiest place of all, the last fortnight par-
ticularly, has been the Post Office. The staff there. under
trying conditions, has been valiantly carrying on, endeav-
ouring, come what may, to get out the mail in a two-way
stream, the like of which has never before been known here.
Thousands of sacks of mail have made what at many times
seemed an almost impossible task to handle. Somehow or
other, hcwever, the stff, many of them pretty green, have
been able to wade through it.

And, while the public services and utilities have been
taxed to the limit, war activities have gone on uninterrupted
and, in sonsicderable measure, will continue to do so over the
holiday. Observance of Christmas Day itself may be curtailed
1o some extent but the aim has been to arrange things so
that every one will have some opportunity to observe the
occasion. Except for the stores and some non-essential ser-
vices, Boxing Day observance this vear, in view of the war
gitdation, will be foregone. Both management and union
officials have appealed te workers in the shipbuilding indus-
try to ecarry on as usual on Boxing Day. War construction
activity will alsc proceed without interruption on Boxing
Day with work continuing as well on Christmas Day

As for shipping and transportation, Christmas, generally
speaking, wiil be marked by a carrying on with little, if any,
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There will be no relaxation of routine regulations for
the regular forees although many of the men of navy, army

JRETE

"'}ﬂ and air force will have full ogpportunity to observe the
w Christmas Day which finds most of them far away from
their homes among strangers and under vastly different

conditions than those to which they are used. It will be few
Prince Rupert homes that are not extending their hospitality
to the men of the forees this Christmas. To those, however,
who de not leave the various camps tomorrow, there will be
all the good things of Chrstmas. Turkeéy and all the trim-
mings will be the order in them all

Yes, it will be a different sort of Christmas in Prince
Rupert this year but there is every indication that it will
be a very
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merry one
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AIR FORCE
OUT AGAIN

Attacks During Night on
Germany, Northern
And Belgium

79

BATTLE OF RUSSIA-

ADVANCE
KEPT UP
RY REDS

Nazis Fallinh Back At
Miles Per

Western
France

Rate Of
Day

LONDON, Dec. 24 The Royal
Air Force was out again last night
with bombing attacks over West-

VIOSCOW. Dec. 24 The great ern Germany, northern France
Russian offensive'in the:Don River and Belgium. Berlin claimed that
Bend area continues to make pro- 'damage was not heavy.

since  vyesterday with thousands GIVEN UP
Nazi dead and taken pris- |

oner. Large quantities of abandon- | | }

ed enemy equipment are also be- VANCOUVER, Dec. 24 -Hope has
ing [-;lkl‘ll.l | | | now bheen virtually abandoned for
Heavy fighting contlinues in the . cafety of the Canadian Pacific |

Stalingrad area with the Russians Ajrwavs transport piane which h s |
been missing since Sunday evenine

Eichieen

gress at a rate estimated at eight-
een miles per dav. The Soviet
torces have now reached a point
132 miles from Rostov. Eight more

towns are reported recaptured

more

maintaining a strong offensive
and taking back several Key points
since yesterday. . Sy
Owing to the seriousness of the Vancouver Wwith
situation on the Russian front, ©n board. All
leaves for all Nazi troops in that and they have been thorough, are
area have been cancelled,

on a flight from Prince George to
thirteen persons
1arch operations, |

sO far unavalling,
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Greeting from Olof Hanson

T() THE CITIZENS OF SKEENA CONSTITUENCY I convey
my best wishes for Christmas and the New Year. As we fight
for the principles of democracy it is particularly important that
we should keep bright and steadfast the sentiments of peace
and goodwill that go with this season.

The citizens of Skeena Constituency have an enviable record
in their war effort, from the standpoint of active enlistment, in-
dustrial developments and on the various duties of the home front.

In wishing you the Season’s Compliments it cannot but be
the sincere hope of us all, that another year will have been the
accomplishment of many of our war aims if not the complete
restoration to the World of that new era of Peace and Goodwill.

OLOF HANSON,

M.P. for Skeena Constituency.
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ACTIVITY

' Patrols Busy on Land in Readiness

For Big Battle—Axis Convoys
Attacked

LONDON, Dec. 24—-Patrol actiy-
ity is being kept up on the Tunis-
ian front with every Iindication
pointing to an early breaking out
of heavy fighting between greatl
forces which appear ready to join
battle. There has been consider-
able air activity since yesterday
with Allied planes attacking Axis
convoys, eleven ships out of which
have been shot down during the
last few days.

Marshal Erwin Rommel’'s Afrika
Korps is still in retreat before the
British Eighth Army in Libya, hav-
ing now reached a point about one
hundred miles from Tripoli.
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William  Shrubsall
Brass are leaving for

Air Force,

and Peter
vVancouver
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Americans
. At Dakar

Dakar.
MPportantg wes aAlrican pori
which s now under Allied con
trol, They were landed
plane and ships and
came by jeep.
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CORVETTE

HMA.S. Armadale is Lost Off
Timor, it is Announced

‘ment i1s made of
the Australian
off T'imor

corvette

Darwin,

IS SUNK

CANBERRA, Dec. 24—Announce- |
the sinking of |ing
Armadale | is employved. He suffered the loss

as  of two fingers when his hand was :j . T. D- PATTULLO

| | Island. The vessel w
' having received their call for the |bombed 250 miles north of Port smashed between. the
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STRIKE AT Over Subscription American Plane

-
: . . ’- ! l Mi - . h
- JAPANESE Ot Victory Loan  Is Missing Wit
" ~ Five On Board
: Alr Blows Being Exchanged Over WASHINGTON. DC.. Dec. 24 | lve n oar
l' India and Burma ere has b two billion do! R i
r oversul stion of the United | SACRAMENTO, Dec. 26— A Uni-
*. NEW DFELHI, Dec. 24-The Roval | .. ' I, h I-u.| I fortv-thate led States A"”W. 'Wi'_l - engined
| Alr Forcee 15 still exchangine 1T transport plane with five men on
4 s VR TR BN O Ly-tl billion dollars has |poard is missing in northern Cali-
2 | DIOWS wit] L .I.I,,a,t,-l Oovel B
A g | Y v o .. | heen subsceribed lornia.
¢ | Burma, and India 'he Japanest .
3 | aided Chittagong again vesterdav |’ - O D RN M N 0 W N I I O IR I RS R R
*E'”I” three enemy planes partici-| i
& |pated in a third raid on Calcutta qu PATTULLO’S MESSAGE
where It is announced twenty-five vAdN. "
Ipersons have been Killed. Over
Bengal the Japanese were driven | HRISTMAS must always be a season for rejoicing when we
off. British bombers are Reeping C remember all that it connotes

up the attack on Japanese strong-
holds in Burma

and land forces With the world In such turmoil and so0 much individual

are within forty-eight miles of Ak-

¥ sorrow U s not easy to express one’s feelings, but, this we should
yab, |;; do—we should see to it that we earn the satisfaction of having
X ¥ done our best and wish each other well,
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- Ted Seldlik was taken to hospi- | ¢ May I again, through your paper, extend Greetings and
‘tal by ambulance carly this morn- | ¥

from the dry dock where hc ! Best Wishes to Al
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