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Mackenzie King . . .

History will pass judegment on the
Latesmnman ili[i or otherwise of William
Lyon Mackenzie King, past master in
the art of diplomacy and astute expert
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¢ oare now passing or influenced by
cntimental or political feelings on a
g lily eontentious :Il|1_it'i'l, 1t 18 diffi-
cult to form calm judgments. And it
CIVEes 1o purpose at this time to vex
onrselve Or Aargue with others on

ether Mackenzie King's aetions have

been statesmanlike or not,
Posaibly, however, we can all agree
that Mackenzie IKing kept Canada

LIt :l 11l 1o )re lll.‘l]] f1ve j,#':ll“% Ur war

and, throueh that Hllil_\", Lhis Dominion

vas able to make a record in its war
elfort that probably none of the other

United Nations ean equal. At the same
Lime hi administration Ixi‘,ll Lhe coun-
LEY On a sound economie keel, :l\'nitlillp'
che dangers of inflation and maintain-
e a remarkable degree of order and
narmony on the home front,”

There is no reason to doubt the sin-
fM'i'l.‘_ of the Prime Minister's purpose
in - avouding conseription as long a
possible in order that Quebec might
be kept in due bounds and united with
the rest of Canada. Now, in spite of
({:uu*hw and faced h_\" the ])u:h*-ilni]il_\-' of
a greater disunity, he accepts the over-

iai'!lilil]‘l" ]Jl't‘[llrlllli‘l':lll(‘l‘ of ll]iillit}ll
and advice and t'li.‘fil].l.{'l‘r% his mind. It
vas a case of “be damned if he did and
he damned if he didn’t” if ever there
Was one,

such world leaders as Churchill,
Roosevelt and even Stalin have |Hul
their tribute to Mackenzie King’s
statesmanship.  If we would be temp-
ted Lo be unduly eritical or recrimin-
wing, it would be wise to withold our
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