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GATEWAYS TO NEW HORIZONS

Central B.C. Hub City ! — - o s e e ——e——
Takes Long-Range View ' 5

Prince George, British Columbia—the “hub” of the | e
province, equidistant from two main seaports and centre T
of major highways and railways—is slowly turning its
hack or a fabilous post-war boom,

For having experienced a crippling lhree-month§ Vi %
strike in its $25,000,000-a-year lumber industry, the city W
s looking to natural gas, cheap power, and tourism to

-

New Railway Extension :
Sparks Peace River Area

Extensions of a new Canadian empire in the north—
catapaulted by the wartime construction of the mighty
Alaska Highway—is to get another shot in the arm in the
near future,

The B.C. government recently announced it will start
construction soon of the Pacific Great Eastern Railway
| extension from Prince George to Dawson Creek, provid-

help stabilize its momlng post-war growlh' e !ng for B.C.s Wt Peace RfVE!‘ area its first Pacific l'lil
More than 700 lumbering operations in the Prince outlet.

(ieorge district, which blossomed as a result of lucrative A gl B i i But while future development of the Peace 1s con-
\merican interests in the last 10 years, have zoomed a i s s e sras s Ol B o % ’ ' sidered “staggering,” the recent past depicts a transfor-
comfortable 3,000 population into a housing-short 10,000, & 0 mation almost as fabulous.

Businesses likewise mushroomed. New homes re- & = Dawson Creek, today the biggest town in the Peace
placed empty and unkempt lots until all available were ¢ River area of B.C. and Alberta, is the beginning—
taken up. Within the last few months, city council had to 7 = = Mile-O'—of the fabulous, 1,529-mile link with Fair-
extend the boundaries of its municipality to include an| @ s o SR i B G o | banks, Alaska.
additional 3,000 persons who had settled arcund its orig- &0 & o Sl s i e i e s P The village of more than 6,000 also is the terminal of
inal perimeter. : A AT s A (i et 7 £ 5 uet the Northern Alberta Railway and a highway to Edmon-

'hen came the blow, Although = Tk T R ton; a highway to YQHOWknife: N'W'T«; and recently the
the strike has been settled since ¢f the Prince George Board of Hart Highway from Prince George was completed to
early in 1954 and business has Trade. “But it has, sobered us| &  bridge a 265-mile gap needed to provide the first overland
resumed its normal pace, it is up to a more rational way of :;':*- contact with the rest of B.C.

estimat it will t jve vears thinking. | : : i
Tll:":':::t‘l'l‘ :,1, 4|= l }::::: n‘:re : ::1;: : “_Fm:g B o o And this year, the B.C. government announced it will
| soon start construction of a railroad from Prince George

$3000,000 in wages and markets.| George is actively trying to| ;
But those in Prin(.‘. (;P{)I'L‘:P I(H-a“'l (”hpr indUStIy her'. Thr ::. to Dawson CMk, an EXtenSion Of its Padflc Gmat

who take a i””ﬂ range view, say Board of Trade has fornea > v __
it perhaps a good deal can be eral committees to investigate ™=

-

i o B e e B Growth to its present status from a population of
learned from the strike. all indnstrial pntrntia!s. and city 7 B . s, i SRS T PR  less than 100 in 20 years, indicates the prosperity and
Sure it hurt,” says Al Bowie, | counci! is 2l=zo preparing promo- by G e o o G g | progressiveness of Dawson Creek and its district.
al merchant, and president'tion data.” '?% R g 7 S ' In 1930, the present townsite; |

| - o i Y s 7 i i e e o ¢ @ | Edmonton, was an oatfield. The army offficer coolly announced
P romote Ch eap E l ectric P ower el G T e i 8 i % |railroad arrived the next year in Dawson Creek that work
bk e N .~ |and in 1934 the village was in- would begin soon on a highway

corporated with-a population of to Alaska, for the continent was

heir main concern is the B.C, Power Commission, provin-| 3 = ==
icity's lack of electric power and! cial power suppliers, to take

Mavor Gordon D, Bryant has over. Y i 400. in danger of invasion from the
pledged himself to correct the “Naturally, we should like to| & "8 G Twelve years Jater, with the | north, and a supply line was of
situation “if it's the last thing see a hydro project developed = = world torn by a war of de-' prime importance,

] do.” in central B.C. There may be| W T i e i W o B e N T L b ;s - <

“Our present need has far out-! such a possibility.” VR TS #idh B | e g 1 L W R -*-" W M h R d B .’ O Y

grown 121:: supply, not counting, As ap result, possibility of CEND S0 i A /& o TR (TR R e TR s e e ,g ty oa ui t n ne ear
fthe additional amount we could|utilizing either the Clearwater @ = "« 2u @ B S e Wil Bl el Lt e The $§135,000,000 road, de-; Since Alexander Mackenzie,
use if it were available cheaply hydro potential of more than| s e 0 R L L g Py % scribed as a crowning engineer- fi;st white man to see the Peace
nd abundantly,” said the mayor. 100,000 horsepower, and that of e e ; (s T B D * % R # € ing achievement, was started in

Present capacity of the diesel-| the Nation River of 80,000 horse- | *
operated power plant is 4,500 power is being studied.
thorsepower. Energy demand is  The Clearwater, however, is

stimated at 10,000h.p. The some 200 air miles southeast of
Ilant is operated by the city but the “hub” city, and the Nation,
Mavor Bryant has asked the about 150 miles northwest,

March, 1942, and completely River, established a fur trading
finished a year later.  post near Fort St. John in 1792,
During its construction, popu- its surrounding area was ex.
lation at Dawson Creek swelled pounded as one of the greatest
; jto 15,000, After the end of theni agricultural vistas of Canada.
. | Second Werld War, the village| Men who headed overland
~ |was left not only with an all-|through the Peace River area

p—

!

Natural Gas Line Brightens Future

weather overland highway to on their way to the Klondike in
1 : 5 LB _ e _ N the far north, but with a water| 1898, returned with glowing
b Strong possibility of natural| cards today for industry,” says haad L ssasouion B I S M el s o s b : * |and sewer system, warehouses accounts of vast farming coun-
gas from the Peace River area Mayor Bryant. e e o e o S and other buildings, and numer- | try.
D0 miles north reaching Prince| Potentials for large-scale pulp| "= = e ' ous new streets built by the First wave of settlers came
orge, figures largely in the and plastic manufacturing in __._W,,.._; A T A American army. from Alberta over the 400-mile
fub’s future. Wesicoast Trans- dustries using the combination ZE 5 SRR L i Bt T But the army of men and Edson trail in 1913, followed by
pission is only awaiting ap- of natural gas and the vast re- SRite ey PR Ry e o _ TN R equipment also withdrew, leav-iveterans of the First Great War
proval of the United States to sources of pulp timber surround-| SRR EIE UL - e R i 8 - ing the village with a ghost-like in 191819 under the Soldier
*gin construction on a $30,000,-|ing Prince (George are cited by Cn i R T W o : atmosphere, yet not for long. |Settlement Plan.
D00 pipeline from Fort St, John the Board of Trade. : g | | : . : | _
nto southern B.C. and across The board also points 10 £t R _ 2 s A e $
fhe border. Route of the line| Prince George as the major dis — A R—— — ' |First Railroad Reaches Dawson
v ould pass through Princel tributing centre for northern,  QOII. DERRICKS like these are 2 common sight exploration annually. While several oil reserves have In 1931 the railroad reachedl Today there are about 1,200,000
;e0rge, and central B.C. ‘The city is the| {4545y on the wheatfields or wilderness tracts of  been located, the emphasis is on natuiral gas, reserves |the B.C. Peace River section, acres of land occupied, with
‘Gas may well be the answer approximate centre of the prov- —gitish Columbia's Peace River area. Since the first  of which total more than three trillion cubic faet to |Providing its first public com- 300,000 under cultivation. But
o our future and may solve the ince, with three major highwavs | : “ £ 1 : | munication with the rest of there are still 2300000 acres
| | . _ , : : oil and natural gas wells “came in” four years ago in dale, S . Wiprd
wer problem. Natural gas is passing through it, and is the he Fort St. Joh _ illi have:.bee t .on Canada and starting its heaviest not settled, with another half
me of the greatest drawing terminal of two rallways. the FOrt Si../nn Aren,: INEEOMM AISVe IR 1 settlement until the end of the  million gcres available in the
_ L 2 |:Secn:}nt:l World War, 'Fort Nelson area, 300 miles
: : | . Again, veterans played a northward. ;
entre of Transportatlon ane-s . | _ 'major role in expansion of the, But while agriculture is the
Prince George also has a by the nP“’.1 }’Far-mund. first. a u ra as ro m eacc Iver Peace, acmmpanied by farmel's!; country’s backbone, most of its
de A airport with facilities "‘fff"“ Hart Highway. | ' from every part of Canada and publicity has come to the rest
handle all types of planes| ' he Hart Highway already . ° from several European coun- of the continent because of re-
| | ~ ' has greatly increased our tour- M L . » | tries. oot gas and oil discoveries.
y alriine service 1§ TINain-| .y traffic,” sayvs Mr. Bowie,| ay a unc a'or n us rla gc
ed by Canadian Pacific Air- Board of Trade president, “We : . ¢ §.9
ines ta Vancouver. Edmonton, are looking forward to a bumper fNatura’ Gas L'ne Wt"ts DEClSlon
thers, Whitehorse, Fort St. Crop of visitors this year.” Eager eyes of industry today munities, however, will come field. Their record to date is, History of gas and oil drill.| Since the first major gas dis»iﬁperation west of Hudson Hope.
Bohn  and ety Giles detieh Nine new auto camps and .re polued on the rapidly ex-|from the millions'to be spent in 65 wells. Others drilling were ing in nerthern B.C. dates backa“ﬂe' in the Fort St. John| _B-C-'S Peace River Block—
| . tourist lodges have been built panding natural gas reserves future development work and1Phillips Petroleum, Fargo Oils|to 1921 when the first gas area in 1951, reserves proved to turned over to the Dominion
ng these routes. since the highway was opened ¢ pritish Columbia’s Peace secondary industries. 'Ltd.,, Gulf State Oil Co., North-|bubbled out of a hole near Fort | date total more than three tril- government in 1883—no longer
Daily rail service is given by in the spring of 1953. River area, expected to launch| pawson Creek itself looks'ern Foothills Agreement, Stano-|St. John, only 800 feet deep. lion cubic feet. Expioration is is a forgotter territory, To the
he Canadian National Railways ~ ANCHORAGE (AP) .. The this province on its greatest forward to becoming a city of!lind Oil and Gas Company,|Drillers were roughnecks of a continuing at an unprecedentedimntrary, it is the “hope-chest”
etween Prince George and sea- grmy engineers’ Alaska district economic and industrial era in/929000 in the near future. Fort|Central Leduc Oils Iftd" Van- | provincial government crew, rate but producing wells areion which the province stakes
ris of Prirnce Rupert and Van- has announced an apparent low | history. St. John knows it is facing an Tor Oils and Explorations Ltd., | but although they sank another | capped until the US. Federalimuc!l of its future; a golden
grouver, and to idmonton, and bid of $4,196,083 for constructing But while $1,000,000 a month expansion boom. And Prince B.C. Northern Oils, Del Rie|five holes, only a trace of gas Power Commission’s decision on empire, causing Robert -Bonner,
Bb. the Pacific Great Eastern to eight three-story buildings at!is spent in the quest for gas George, 265 miles to the south Producers and B.C. Oil Lands was found. a gas line to supply the Pacific B.C’s attorney-general, to say:
‘ancouver over another route. Ladd air force base, The bid/and oil in the Peace and one and gateway to the Peace River Ltd. Gas fever in the Peace waned area 18 handed down. | “We have opportunities of devel-
Highways connect the Hub was by Grove, Shepherd, Wil- well brought in for two drilled, area, places most of its future Together they have proven |after that attempt and it wasn't Major industrial developmentiopment there comparable te
ith Prince Rupert, 480 miles son and Kruge of Seattle. the spark that will set off the hopes on the coming of natural, ,.:ural gas reserves in an |until 1951, when Paeific Petrol- of the whole of B.C. is seen Texas."
fue went; with Vancouver, 480 Twelve bids were submitted. The  fabulous potential empire still gas. area about 45 miles square |eums Ltd. brought in the first stemming from construction of. 3
iles south, and with Dawson government estimate was $4,. needs to be struck. Route of the proposed pipe- totalling 3,700,000,000,000 cubic real gasser there that explam-;suchamtural gas line for which ]3 C 't'
reek and the Alaska Highway 473,426, It is the *“go-ahead” signal/line would pass through that! feet, or a 25year backlog for 'tion turned serious. Westcoast Transmission already ommuni !_es
West Coast "iransmission Co. '_ central B.C. city. | the maximum daily capacit}r At least one oil well also was has received Canadian lppmvnl. 'n P_G D' t : t
Ltd. needs from the United 44 GAS WELLS . of 400 million cubic feet of |brought in, but news in this Another imminent major proj- IStric
AN AD’ AN BAN K H E AD States Federal Power Commis-| ., ;.00 o total of:31,052,747| the Gas line field has been at a minimum. |ect Which will hoist Dawson| The Prince George area com.
sion to export natural gas to| .~ Nind de B aniat a8] . But ol experts say that de.!NEW LAW Creek and the whole Peace area prises School Distriet No. 57. ;
| _ the US. Without such a per-(}, . ’ : :  is the extension of the B.C. gov- with an approximate area of
VITNESS BEFORE MPs i tavs the company.comuia &t o the Pesce Rver wud mand, for, natursl gas wil] Mosmwhile, a new Peroeum ernmentowned PGE. Raivay 1342 saobms mien: e
' not bear the initial cost of| 3 o e S 1l - ; from Prince George northward.|Prince George city ‘and the 13
:  petroleum or natural gas hold- Will have to be sunk regularly passed by the B.C. government, ge citya .
OTTAWA (CP) — Graham Towers, governor of the ggg‘m{%'a}:::ugi?m Dawsonimgs‘ with several drilling per- to keep apace. designed to dlscouf-age specu.- Work on the extenslon is to communities of Crescent Spur,

[ 228 . begin . -
Bank of Canada, said here that final responsibility for any 'mits pending. |NEW AREAS lation through holding of gas g0 next year, and when com-|Dewey, Fort' MeLeod, Giscome,

* . pleted, .
monetary expansion in Canada must rest with the govern- | But all indications are for a lands, but aiding development. | pleted, will give the Peace River Hansard, Longworth, Nukke

. .41 | Up to May this year, 44 wells| Meanwhile. th h-east sep.) a _
i favorable decision by FPC, with | wess: compieted: as pofentiel gas) a ile, the north-east sec-| rea a direct outlet to two major Lake, Red Rock, Shelley, Sin-

_ _ The gas act works like this:! Pacifi
L. : _ o0il exploration firms, other in-| ' cie . tor of B.C. as far up as 60 acific ports, Prince Rupert and clair Mills, South Fort Geor
Prngir:::iwzai‘g;ierriﬂﬁv? faini;iri,:lga(l'rmrtl-ﬂ?:r hlt:(:lii‘:::::t' 'dustrialists, and B.C, Rovern.l“eus in the Peace, 10 were dﬁ“‘!m“ﬂ north of Fort Nelson,| An operator with a gas ex-| Vancouver, g

N
| - ing, and several were in stages near the Northwest Tecritories ploration permit can I s LS. SN Yotdpechun.
should have some check on the central bank's power to jment officlals betting high on | = P pe Pubg Con The railroad—depending on
iIncrease the money supply.

| ‘ | : 5 The disco
'an early U.S. concession. [OF preparation. ‘boundary, to within 45 miles of tiguous crown reserves for gas what raute is selected—could i R g bl

s | _ Cariboo brought the first set.
. Pacific. Petroleums, w hich|Fort St. John, is attracting drill-| exploration. If he should strike | also tap vast coal resource Prince Geo
Mr, Towers, appearing as a witness before the Commons .A'l‘ih““’fh mg;‘”“‘;ﬂ;’: t“fﬁ“;‘:’, holds a major interest in West|ers at a fast pace. Results in- oil in one of these adjoining| cated flong the Peace R:v::. :e l.silinkl:;cl e s fpirrash wom o
banking committee, had no opinion on whether Parliament J“Fe & e edgt p‘t tc ' flung  C0ast Transmission, has led ex- dicate enormous potential re- reserves he immediately loses|Three active mines- are in bu TP AR Castin
should try te control such expansion. b wodpamp 5 jophontin :m:rr' 78 | ploration of all firms in thelserves that are easy to find. |all installation there and the Ao s ensnien b
. se ’ I e B e Ty
| W A, G, Bennet, Do e Of | s o i SRR SERNERTA fﬁ:ﬂa tgﬁf: b rrf:;: g’;tilhic &S+ & GRS R
the province, has this to say: |&&s R R e r pe e cen- SO R R

would originate from this proj-| 3 R i rea. SRR BT
FEEER & _ : ph B 2 A . ) ln ILC. t}w crown owns .n SRR SR AREER

ect will be greater than any-| oll -ané rights in . th L N

thing since the war.” | gas rig n the Peace H

River area.
PTOWRTG (Wate IREVE NORTHERN SURVEY
But besides providing cheap

fuel and power for industry crewMe: n:::l ¢ I?:?r\;igmalt;ur:ﬁv
‘wherever the pipeline goes, derness are?:s of nl;g .t Ak
' Peace River natural gas and its I B i b Iu‘h"'“d""; SR
development will have a tre-|| oi'l :md exploration Ero li:'!‘ll - B
mendous stimulating effect on| & : K. S
growth of such northern B.C,|#& About 50 men, aided by heli- .
centres as Prince George, Daw-| ja= copter, are making surveys and| ..o
son Creek, Fort St. John, and| gt charting the northern area sol |
even Fort Nelson. the government and co
Dawson Creek has been using know exactly where they are
PR T S | R natural gas domestically end drilling and also the w
S e MR | commercially for Over a year, of exploration permits.

SN e first centre in B.C. to do so. But With natural gas and oil,
TN i.?hgus is plilped in from nearby | B.C.;:lnmt!i'thhnd has the ideal
* *‘1‘ \ e e o R N < RS F NP h AT N erta wells, ' _ oOm ailon of mtu"] re- ' :

: SRR SRR R e A AN M T e, Gy - .- o _ : ' . | m mAY h
HART HIGHWAY, winding 265 miles from Prince | Diwiel Creek sectulty o PEACE RIVER BRIDGE which spans the mighty | Sourees: including timber and | tralel artery throughout o s eois, &
George to Dawson Creek through a maze of spec- | ' drainage system of the area which bears the river's ‘ o i o '

o

‘other towns in the vicinity ex- of minerals, Dawson Creek tbFljl‘blnh | (:.mmJ
taf-nlar scenery, passes alongside the Murray Moun- 'Em the same set-up soon. name. The bridge forms a vital part of the Alaska world's gre:tu:o ]?;edrootpottel:: Army. This sign is located ‘t;:yM{ul:t;ot =
tain Range to the right at Mile 148, - Greatest benefit to these com-| Highway, connecting Fort St. John and Dawson Creek. ' |  (Continued on Page 21) '

. just out of Dnm_n'erek.
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